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b1c, -eahalkun,“ E.J.» 9/24/40.

Department of Justice,

"{J Atten. Mr. @ Edgar Hoovery )
/ Wastngton, Da G ALLEFORMATION CONETAINED :
1 1S UNCLASSIFIED,
Dear Mr. Hoovers = 2—3- g0 _BV‘%&@%
\\: The sppended article was printed in the\Nex York Times issus of s.;nd,

m,.) geptember 22, 1940 and {1 based on proven facts ,should be of vital importance to our
camtrolled oy insene dictators.
If ,as the suther states,th am,m

2 moasure of foresighiedness to insure kis mt guarding against his beir

alien encmies for the purpose of seizing

\
War Department as weall zs to that of other nations now

o tsleforce has osen perfected by Nikol:
woald be

molested ,possibly kidnapped and tortured,by
tho socret of such an inveluable instrument of war and/or defense
The foregeing is offered just in case the article and its inferences have not
been called ta your atteation.

Yery truly yours




-ma process ‘for producing

-y T ST T
“Death Ray™ for Planes

Nikcla [Fesls, one of the truly
great Invjjators who celebrated ki

Sighty-Togfin birthdey on July 10,
telle thel| writer that he siands
rrady to‘idivulge to the
Ftates Government the aecret of hia
*leleforce.” with which, he sald,
sxpiane motors would ba melted at

Would be Bullt around the country
against any atlempted attack by an

enemy sir force, no matter how

Tge.

This “teleforce,” he said, Is based
on an enlirely new Fanclpl of
physics that on, aver

Breamed about, different frog the
principls embodied In bis inventions

at
Shecmillionth of & sqyire ceat
meter in diameter,

enough
sgainst all possible aerlal attack.
The beam woyld melt any engins,
whether Diesel or gasoline-driven,
and wou o Ignite the explostves
aboard any bomber. No posaible
defente againat it could be dovisad,
erts, as the beam wptld b
sil-penctrating.
High Vecuum Ellminated
The beam, he states, Involves fou'
new inventions, two of which al-
ready have been tosted. One of
thes

& method snd apperTatusithe

ur _producing r-y:ri

manifestations- o

ar, elimineting & Shes a7 =
cuum; & second is meﬂmﬂ

slectrical forc
£"% method for lmphfyln‘ e

lar ;urnptllmg T ek o its objec-
cording to_the inventor,
il attain & potential of .000

volts.
With this enormous voltage, he

their nission of defensive, destruc-
tion. en workin; "
invention, he added, for many years
and has recently made a number of
improvements in It.

Mr. Tesla makes one important’

stipulation. Should the government
decide to take up his offer he would
£0 ta work at once, but they would
have to trust him.' He would suf.
*no Interference from experts.’’

In ordinary times such a condi-
tion would very likely Interpose st
insuperable obstacle. But times be-
ith the

t
king in cum!dzrxlmn
the reputation of Mr.
fnventor who always
h ad of his tim
s whether it ma;
advisable to take Mr. Tesla at nia
word and commissi g0
ahead with the construction of his
teleforce plant.
Buch a Device “Invaluanhble’
After all, £2,000,000 would be rela-
tively a very small sum compared
with what 1 at stake. If Mr. Tesla
really fulfills his promise the re-
sult achisved would be truly sag-
.lﬂn‘. Not only would it save
Hons now planncd for air derense,
by mukdng the countey abadlutely
purnlblo -nnu: any air af
but e o save many mor
Billiona fa. property that would
otherwise be surely destroyed no
matter how strong the defenscs a.
s current avents in Eng-

Jor_sxample. the Panama

matter” how etrong the

iron of dive

cording 1o some ex-

perts, might succeed In getting

through and cause such damege

that would make the Canal un-
uaable, in which c

might find iteelf bottled u

Consldsering the vmbn
(h

000, 1n the opinion of the
Writer, who has known Mr. Tesla
for many years and can testify that
Hia still’ retalns full intellectus:
or, the authorities in charge

& the national efense should
at once lock into the matter. The
sum le ineizniticent compered with
o magnitude of the s




A DED EWT:ZK . y
'_,,_‘ REOOEDED 100 ooy -, Octobsr 1, 1540

I wish to acknowledge pt of your
latter dated Snpuuabor 24, 1940,/ together with its
enclosure. g

jh?

- Your courtesy and inhnub in bringing
this informatiocn to my attention are indeed
appreciatod, and you may be sssured your letter
will receive appropriate consideraticn.

Sincerely yours,

Jotm Edgar Hoover ,‘ .
Director
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FBI NYC ! 1=12-43 11-06 PM WHs
DIRECTOR

VEST Vi . gﬂ
UNSUBS =-=- EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF N A =
10

CEASED, -BMeWX ESP. - M. RETEL NDER ABOVE HEADING TO TJE BUREAU
FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN NINE LAST: INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIED
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS SBRSSEB=SWX STATED IN
REFERENCE TELETYPE, ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SAVAXKOSANOVICH, GEORGE
¥CLARK, AND KENNETH~SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITH A REPRESENTATIVE
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA.
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A
WILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE

IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT
YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEN-
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY.
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN-
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO-
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE

SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS

NOW IN POSSESSION OSSN KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN
NINE ;7 »G0RSUCH AND MERSEEX FTIZGERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO
HOTEL'AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWO
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED.
AT THAT TemwmX TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINC:
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HA% ALSO mmmewX BEEN SEALED AND

ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PRGPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS
UL BUT RemwmX FEELS THAT NO OTHER 7
HIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS/

JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTF

AGENCY VILL BE ABLE GET ee=% TO T
COPIES DESTROYED.J/#2, iﬂ L I
A o150

VA NS dd

REBACTIONS oW TH!S PAGE ARE
NoT FolA DELETIOMS

—ee e T T T
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AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINIS RATOR WILL BE
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PRDPERTZ{NTO HIS cus-

TODY, TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, ASSTCODMEXX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN

A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS

THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY .
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL
APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL
BEWRKX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN ‘RROPERTY, CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE=-
PORT HE WAS VewsX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT M=®X MENTALLY DERANGED DURING
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT
INVENTOR. . THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE

PRIOR TO THAT TIME, KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW
QUOTE MEBS®SEE PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP-
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE.
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO

IS smmaxy DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTRQL OF KIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER
TC USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY, TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS
DESIRED THAT BURFAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT,
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH-
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON %=X COULD NOT BE REVIEWED %%
W EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PER§ON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL-

OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED,

FOXWORTH
END NYC S2 WHS

HOLD WA R 2 RSG m
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8 EXPERIMENTS AN
- M. NIKOLA TESLA, O
ELECT ICAL FIELD DIEL‘

STA'\IDI NS ECI

'."%:._ SIX FIFTRH AVFNL" NEL K T N {L NOTE. L - -

EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF :

VITALTZE THEM ARE AMOWG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, Al

TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM CR TO KEEP THEM FROM FALLI
v UNFRIERDLY TC THZ WAR ZFFORT CF THE Ui

.\LL A DISTANT F...LF\TI‘.I'r CF T SLA, NANZD

THLS“- I"IPORTA‘\T DOCUMNTS AND PLANS.
TR ELL THAT KOSANOVICH WILL MART
Q’F’.L\‘r!, ACVISED ¢
MNORKIK OF THE DEPAR
SPAIZL WAS ALSC I i

E OF THE ADVISCRS TC VICE M 'l'liI=

AVE . EBLOYCE FITZ3

> WHO HAD EEEN E E TO TESLA D"""""—"un, RIS LI

T NEYW YORX OFFICE THAT CY

KGSANOVICH, Gfo‘?G._ CLAS

FOR RCA, AND RENNETE
ENT TO TLSLAJ ROOM

! HE KEPT SOI‘ Cr HIS VF\LbAEL‘ FAPE“._,,
CAL FORMULAE, DESIGNMS, ET CETERA.

TESLA TOLD{MESA.‘—"_.TEIAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN C E :
S TRANSMISSICK OF. E T AL PCWER HAD BEZM COMPLLT: P\?Imggrmr
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TITZGERALD ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND If f A REVOLUTION-
ARY TYFE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE R THE NATICHS,
IT 1S FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT B AVAILAELE

TO ANY NATICN UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEME]
CEARLD EY TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS A

AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THING o E IN
THE PERSOWAL EFFECTS OF TESLA., HE ALSO KNOWS THAT : A

MODEL OF TESLAS WHICH COST MORE THAN TEN THCUSAND
A& SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TESLA;
CLINTON R Bi
HAS TO DO WITH THE
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. Y
THAT HE HAS SONME IeERX EIGHTY Sl TRUNKS INDIFFERH
TRENSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS ED BY HIM.
BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF J 10N SHOULD
ES TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIELBH 10U,
FOXWORTH

o ELILD lI!\'
"EOVERNOR

CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAME THAT SHOULD APPEAR
NOT FITZGERALD AgB#- AS IT SOMETIMES IS
SPELLED

HOLD
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-#OHNRDG AR HOOVER

Mr. Tolson
Mr. E.A, Taiom__
Mr. Clegg_____
Mr. Glavin,
Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen,
Mr, Tracy
Mr. Carson
Mr, Coffey
Mr. Hendoa
Mr. Kramer
Mr. McGuire
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quinn Tamm__
\ f& S Tele. Room_
(’ U or OLA 7 Mr. Nease
N ﬂg’)-} TSFIONRGE Miss Beahm_____

Miss Gandy_____

‘omecToR

Wikola Tesla, one of the world's outsta
the electrical field, died at his residence in th
vork fity, on Januery 7, 1843. In the coursg of g
meny experiments with respect to the tr:ll?i{sicm ¥ oty
of redio and what is commonly celled the¥Death Ra\:f& i
respent to the wireless trersnis ion of electricel
beer cor pleted end vorfested, and Tesla hed alse co
revolutiorary tvpe ﬂr tornedo whica is not in use by
“isptions, exnlenu*ions of tha basi isor

ntific endeaversz a-e rensrted to be m hi
ontaininz transcrints =nad
del nf ora of

of Tesla's s

norted to have some 63 trunks in different nlac

is experinrnts rs well as a working

sit box at the Zovernor Gl‘“tc“ ¥ntel.
Frrit

esla's gxperiment eported to the
Bloycd Titzgernld, the “latter en electricel
Bota of these individuels neve

e been taxen to presorve Tesla's records and models

! or to keep taes from feliing irto the hands of individuels sympattustic to the

!n*‘sr’v&)ﬂ" acnesrni
rx Cffice ):

Axis powvers,
Fosenovich, wiom he
t nossession

a strong

> Tesla has & cistant relative by tie name of Sgvs
3 irtersely disliked. FKosuzovich is reported to be tak
of these impertant documents erd plans, and Spanel believes thes g
lilelikood thet Kosznovic: will make such inforumetion available to the enemy. .
On Januery 7, 1945, Vosarovich, eccompenied by Zeorge Clark, in cherge of %re )
Fuseun and Launra“*rv for RCA, aal :fermetl" wezey of %rooklyn, New Ynrk enterad
Tesla's roozs at “ue 'el New Yorker where, mth the eid of a locksmith *wSm_J
broke irtec & safe in W n Tesle kept some of ahpomiugble papers, i-ZlodicE= o
tant elestrics] formulae, desipns, et ceterz.g ‘b@ s —
woexep S|t 2R2Z3 T =2
Spanel, in eilition o repertin; thece develo) ants §p the En\rean,
hes olso edvised the herdguarters of the I Alxtar; Intellizehce Division, =

T
tovkin of the Depurtuent of Justice in hington, o ~d]_7P-Jm 13319439

CQPIES DESTROYED.Z.

12y ICTORY -
of sdvicors to Vice Presidea* Tzllece. lczado efivised Gnoﬂcl thatyine
fovermacnt wes vitelly in<er-sted in the effrcts of P regu | that

Spunel loose no time in doing all he sould tc preser




yenorandun for tive Direchor

¥e the matter un
# possibly taring

F the verious peners
It was pointed
be hariled in
M5 ect to Tesla's

The Yew York Office wes instrusted to dis
with the State's Atorney in Iew Yrr¥k Gity with thz Yie
rosemovish into custody or a burgle cherge and obtek
which Kosanovich is reported %o have taxen from Tesl"n‘,‘
out thet any sctivities pursued by the State's Attorng
e most secret fashion in order to avoid eny publici?
jnveations, The New York 0ffise was also inshructe the Surrogate
Court in order that stops eould be nlaced egainst ¥ Al of Tesla both in
his hotel and any other points, in particular, the mrotliabaatk boxes that he may
have ip order tha® no oge mey enter t.rn without a Buread; santative baing
present and every precaaticn taken to preserve the secr=€y' a3la's inventions.
The Vew York Cffice is to keen the-Bureau advised of all de i fﬁ-_gutn.

zespectfully,




. JOH.. 0, R HOOVER . . | . T Mr. Tolsom .
£ ot tToR ” . x ) B Mr. E. A, Tamm_
Mr. Clege.
Federal Bureaw of Investigation Mr. Glavin_____
Hnited States Departiment of Justice ﬁ: :::ioh
Hlashinoton, D. . Mr. Rosen
Mr. Traey,
Mr. Carson,
Mr. Coffey
Mr. Hendon
i Mr. Kramer. .
h MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LADD Mr. MeGuire
Mr. Harbo,
Mr. Quinn' Tamm__
Tele. Room____
Mr. Kease
Miss Beahm
On Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. th called me()y;
in connection with the death of Nikol esla. He ad
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o,
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood
the Far Department was interested in this maiter and
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian's office
was taking some action. KHe desired fo know whether the
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla
JSrom taking the contents of his trunks and whether the
Bureau would seize possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property
custodian's. office, there did not appear to be any action
which the Bureau could or should take.

Nk

Q,QY\ :
A\
‘w%y a;u{

d ;

Edw. A. Tamm

January 12, 1943

at

1 JAN 13 1943
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NOTE 2 & ‘ind; Fug thrornation relotive
%o the work of Niokels Tesla relotive §o elsctrical’
inents he was ponduckingy which Hoatn under= . -
B Bhis Bureay end held for securthy.
ATRER Teflect “Shat -the effects
Office of Allen Propertys -
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April 3, 1950

Pr 23 e %

; NFORMATION CONTAINED .
EIN IS UNCLASSIFL
ATE Z2-£0 B

e

- - -
mia-dchymlmuiwwhlqhm

on March 29, 1950, -r;!‘ag oertain technical plm ihilh
balonged to the late Nike: Tesla.

L

From an examination of our files, we have cen
able to determine that this Buresu has never besn possdiision,
as had been indicated to you, oflocwofnr. 'l'ull"lplpd'l-

Very sinosrely yours

A QQ.?"? gx;

do Edgar Hoove:

PJC:mes

AL L




Director, FBI
SAC, Wew York

1pril 17, 1950

SAVA N. KGSANOVIC
THTFIARL SECURITI-TU
. (Bufile 65-47953)

Febulet dated April 3 last. 3

.On April 7, 1950 agents of this offioe intarviewed Mr. J.¥. FOTD,
Vios President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storuge Cozpany, Sind Strest
& 7th Avenue, New York City, and at that time MRk, FOTTS advised that the
rules of his firm required that all persons gaining acoess to goods stored
by Konhattan first bad o £41) out an appropriate fors setting forth their
pames, date of visit, and reason for requeating acoess to the goods.

In a review of the file pertaining to the storage of Lhe effects of
NFFLA TESLA, k. POTIS revealed that only ons such visit bhad been made by »
persons ocutside of the it o t itself. This cwoe
occassion tock place on January 26 and 27, 1943, &t which time representetives
of the Alien Propert, Lustodiun made & thgc—y;h review of the entire effects

of the TESLA estate. WIKGL A J eSL/ﬁ—

utnhdh-bdbunrlmrswmrfornppmthhmyunmun T
in question, stated that he could recall only ths one occaasion in early 1943
wher, an exanination was made of the TESLA effects. Be stated that at that
time mmercus photographs were taken by the examiners. Ris description of
the eqilpment used would tend to show that a microfils Teprodiction was made
of scme of the pepers of the deceased salentist. Mi. KINO added that several
of the group making the examination wore UeSe Navy uniforms, snd during the
manwwmummmmdeumiuu:
group were identified to him only as “FEDERAL AUTIDRI TIES®. According to 1.
KI¥0, po other instance of microfilming of the records of the TESLA estate has
talen place since that time. 2

It should be moted that the Buresu was informed of the amin;ljlou man—
ticned above by Hew York lstter (with at nts) dated O 17, 15455

entitled DNKRGRN SUBJECT; SAVA XDSANGVICH3 Experiments & Research of XTI
TSLA (Disceased), Espiopage-X.

APty 2257 v
f. 3 7 7 -
’ \{/Mﬂ/ﬂé/ ‘%ﬂiﬁnm

ug 1 2 I

cer 65-12250 vy N QRN

PARENA
105-1371
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Letter to Direder, FBI
NY 105-1391

VR. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan from
SaVA N. TDSANOVICH, por had Manhattan informed his, in any way, that an ex-—
amination of the TESLA effects bad been made by anycne. In fact, added MH.
POTTS, the only cerrespondcnce relating to the TESLL estate has Seen in the
form of bills for storege.

M. POTTS stated that any personsl inquires regarding the estate would
of necessity be directad to hinm, and to date no such inquiries have been made.

Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that the examination made,
as mantioned above, Was mot inatigeted by the Buresu, mor had the Bureau taken
part in that examination. )

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being pleced in
a closed status, and no further investigative action iz contenplated by this

of fice. CLDSED.




~

August 18, 1952

P LR
Federal Bureau of Investigation -1 \;‘\FORMA“& .-‘_1_-]
Department of Records i S :\*.‘;(‘J\_!'.&F,S,.‘ & ﬁf
Washington, D. C. VORI FM be
= g G faes

niit 2

In a manner of introduction, I wish to state that I am working
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of
Technology of the University of Minnesota.

Gentlemen:

For several years, I have been éngaged in a study of extensive
compass and detall conceraing the researchee and writings of
the late, world renowned sclentiet, Dr. Nikola'Tesla. At con-
siderable expense, I have acquired an exteén sive collectlon of
metarisls relating to Dr. Tesla and his works which include:

1) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend.

2) MNumerous pericdicals, some of which are to be found in
only a few libraries throughout the Unlted States.

3) A few rare books which have now become "collector's
items".

4) A collection of issued patents.

Although the items listed are considerabdle in nuomber, the spe-
cific information desirsd 1is lacklng. .

Ac I understand 1t, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla's role
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent
apolications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of
1943, :

The purvose of this selzure, as described in numerous articles,
wes to determine whether these pavers contained suggestions
leading toward advancemente in the fileld of

Lr i

clence.
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Now 1t seems tnat sufficlent time has elapsed for an inves-
tization of this kind, If Dr. Tesla's Estaté has been reless=d
by the dspartment in charge, any records that can be made
avallable for examination will be welcomed.

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General,
Director, O:flice of Allen Property, informed me that the Library
of Congress listed @ertain works, writings and research studies
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed

to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no
files on the resesarches of Tesla'.

A similar result was obtained from tihe Bureau of Naval Research
and the Despartment of Commerce,

I am egosclally interested in the research work in which Tesla
was engaged in his luter years. There are various unpublished
works, such as a 10-page typewritten statement presented in
1937 at a meeting of several well-known sditors outlining his
discoveries and glving a resume' of hle work in the fields of
gravity and cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared
varicus papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre
Gutzman Prize from the Institute of France. My inquiry is in
effort to determine whether any of these documznte, as well =&s
cthers, are at thls time avalleble.

I will greatly appréclate any informaticn in regard to any
records wihlch you may have.

Very 1y yours,

b1¢
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Fith réference to vour letter of

August 18, 1952, our Siles disclose that
the effects of Nikola Tesla were taken into
custody at the time of his death by the
Offtce of Alien Property, and not by this
Bureau, Consequently, you Ray wigh to
communicare further with that agency, which
may be addressed gs Sollowsa: (65-47953)

Aeststant Attorney General
Rowland r. Kirks :
Director, 0ffice or

Alten Property
United States Department of Justice . &/ o=
= 101 Indiana Avenue, X. ¥, P N
Yashington 25, D, ¢, =2
Sincerely yours, =D, i
g ¥
]
BB 8 A = { d
{rokn Idgar Foover - AL
®LE Director -
/ cc - 1 - Auaiatﬁnxg.{t‘tiﬁiﬁt‘ur@enerul (with copy-op”
] Rowland F, Kirks : t)«:%)
! Director))“0ffice of Alien Property
= T United States Department of Justice
— MAILLy §0 l 101 Indiana Avenue, N. Weiin - r .
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B Ofﬁce Menorandum - oxiTED 'STATES GOVERNMENT
1 4

0 1 a. v apivoar DATE: Muy 5, 1258
FROM ! J @
. /
romgece: o DI CONTANED
i
: : 1S Ul G
ATE 74
A Grdnance Sectf}bLEg“—éngT
Standards Pension 622) ccllzd on the cfternion

=f Heoy 4, 1
sgied that he hed been reading a book entitled, |

“Tht‘Pra!!,!l enizs - The Life of Nikola Teslo' by Jokn J. '
¢ &;H&iil, whom described as a science wri oroa New
Tk newspaner s2isiter - Tves iashburn). oted in This

book that 3ureal nts weént to Tesla's room JO owing his death

on Januury 7, 1942, orened iy e, eranmined his papers, and
took over rsonal files. sci¢ this eppeared on rcse
277, L—’r.msmted that Tes v tiie fether of modern
power engines 5, beinc responsible for the invention of the
4. C. gererator, motor transmission, and otaer electrical engineering
e inguircd (1 th ers : f Tesle were in

o wig 3 8

b‘IC’ I told h‘r“ﬂmz the statement concerning the Bureau's .’
taking Tesla's files du not seem very logical but that I would ¢
check on the matter. 7 Y. ’
The purea:'s files reflect that shortly cjter the decth
of Tesla in his notel room in New York City on January 7, 1943, 2
Scuva Kosenovichj a distent relative, and other individucls
entered sis room end opered tie safe, exomining certein muterials
which he possessed. On Jenucri 8, 1948, Mr. L. X. C. Snith of
the Departrent advised Vr. Tanm that he was concerned chout the
possibility of eneny agents confiscating somé of the trunks of ¢
Tesla and apparently the office of Alien Property Custodian was . ) Z—
taking some action regarding these effects. Since the maiter was’ s -
being handled by the 0ffice of ilien rreperty Ccustodicn, the Burmeou
Gid not meie eny inguiries into tais siteation. (65-479E5-6)

It is noted also thet

ril 16, 1848, [from Ly
) ilevaukee, hisconsin, ¢ WG v v
eciricol engineering at ihe 1iluwaukee Schoel of ing
Joe ARl T #ZX,

T

7 - Vg {ich-1s St = v
=4 . . et
e \S ((\,n’\, Al ,,‘?sg‘a
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ihe Burecy on .pril 2
Tesla were handled 2
F3I.(65-47953-18)

that J'r” hi
Alien Priy g for f1

The book "Pro

e to

in the war."

that any particular purpose would
with the publishers at this time.
the guestion, has been set straigh
action is being takai .

was interested in ine life end wWOTES cf Tesla.
oreicod at tine time Gf Tecld's deat
cta for 1

m;mt iihe effects of
M, nerty cnd not by the

uscripis and exyerirent &
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e Office of Ali

I cclledx-r.mﬂ:is morning cnd zold him thet it wos
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effects of Teslc folloiing his decth.

nius - The Life
4 copy 1§ hein .
111 be excmined ¢ cetermine 5
tnhe Durecu's toking these
inction cca de macde @8 1o whet

Page 277 of the "prodigel Genius
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement:
"operatives from tie Federal Bureau O,
the safe in his room and took the pop
them for a reported important secret

Jurecu

ionel securiil.

sccordingly, T suggested
st +o communiccie with the office of
er informat on concerning tihis maticT.

ikole Tesla”
toined from

- The Life of Nikola Tesla,”

f Investigaiion camé and opened
ers it contained, to ezamine
invention of possible use

Since this work was published in 1944, it is not relt

d by raising an objection
the individual who raised
, therefore, RO further
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TO : Directer, FBI DATE:

SNED ! :(n ;;Xxsb

e
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any years his father had been T TEELAYS rrivete secretery.

saic t:a\. he never hesrd oi‘ 1, h')i?.gﬁ! ﬁh'r did he ever

18 leiter

"S rritings

teted thot he ime quile 2 Dib of
4 be of velue

t imov whether cr not tﬁeg

origy «

Bt oy
Tedy shbul - gy
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- stated that if there was 2rything wrong with thp erla—
e villing @ cooperate with the FBL. s
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Leland L. Anderson

127 Scymour Avcruc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, Minncsota

February 3, 1954

Dear Mr. Scherfif:
The Life and work of Dr. Nlkola Tesla.

ounded an org zﬂi._atlon in n nd honor of
1 people were intimately
cd with Tesia durlnb ms llfeti-ne and witnh otners who
ted m Dr. Tesla and nhis achicvenents from a selen-
nistorical standpoint. (See enciosed brochure.) I
difficulty locating a rew Tesla's assoclates,
of Georgs Scherfrl is H nei fore, it
1s =y si-u,erc hope that you, Mr. 8 verson I seek
as having been associated with Tesla.

I have personally studied the works of Tegla for a nunmber of
years, b 5 ~ticularly lnterested in elaborating his
eans. Througn some
nave been Tortunate to ate many
la's corrasondence and nanuscripts,
and in & few cases obtalned a nuaber of interesting items.

I was 1n New Yorx s timc ago on vusiness, and while there
I visited Mr. ¥en I Swe intends to undsrtake some
esias in tne near future 4
r 8o_ many years éuring nis Iat

. great understanding.

I hope tnat you may ? soar 1nterest in the work walci I
nave initlated on benail of Dr. Tesla. There are many matters
tnat I wisn to discuss with you, provided of course, that you
are tne Mr. Scnerfr reiated to the Tesla story. I would.pe
most nappy to ngar from you at your earlilest convenlence, and
will send you &ll publicatlons of the organlzation 1f you wlsh
to receive taea.

{
Very truly yours,

elowk S i




UNA
' University Station, Box 135 ’
@ vineapoLss - 14 - MN esorlll

To Those Who Are Interested in the Life and Work of
Dk. WIKOLA TESLA

Following the éeath of DIr.
Mr. John J. O'Neill, former Sclence Edltor of the
presented the blogrephy

- a memorable tribute
tire rieid of eieciriesl
of Nikols Tesla for the T

covered & remeriel
Tegla whosa aensiti

The TESLA-THTLi
United States in name &
cutual interest in work A enization hes £2
cbjeoctive the prom C T tn la Tepla; Ll
recognition be mad - :
of currente of hlg
ments in the realzs
It would be the duty

ning ths month cf Ho
storicel interezt r

be of perticuler

A entatlon of Il
Tosla s technleal

The Jowrnal of the Lh-1 JATIOKAL organizetlon will ve forth-
coming at intervals of 1 z 8. Subecrinticn rate ig £1.00 for
10 issucs. ambership ln toe 1 nizaticn 13 con-
current with subscription ta the




- Anderson
127 Seymoar Ave. S, E.
Minneapolls 14, Minnesota




.. Leland 1. Andcrson
127 Scymour Avcnuc Southeast
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota

Februsry 12, 1953

Dear Mr. Scherff,

It was so very rewarding to recelve your reply con icerning Dr. Nikola

Tegla... I have initlated an undsrtaking on venalf of Tesin opCcause

I feel that in all right and Justice son=thlng snould be done to
verpetuate the name of Tesla and see to It inat 5 omes a

pul‘t of tie heritage of this natlon. A great tusk piriaps, DUt as

time goes on I velleve the name of Tesia wi.l vecome Tore sl

in sclEntlz‘ic develouments, 1 hope that you may nave an interest 1n

the organlzation whilcrn I nave OI‘J,JOSCd and estadiisned, and I will

be honored tO have you as a memder. Tt ur:unl atlon 1s ores*ntl

set up on the basls of tnose huving & a, witn

I issues
of the Journal of tne o: 2z Nt > evi | se.urate
COVEr, ant Snould reac

Some other members which may ve of int are; ruriel arbus,
Dorotny Szerritt, Kenneth Swezey &nd b 3 4 Tie recent «eaths
of John U'Neill and Edwin Arustrong were very unexpected, and 1% 1s
with a great sadness tnuat I recnivnd tne news anc 1088 Of two
members.

Do you know ir Mr. Lowenstlen nad a daughter? The reason ush 1s
that a woman visited Mr. O'Weill pefcre nls aeath and tuld nim that
sne innerited a grcat asount or Tesiluna Irox ner fatner - wnom I ore—
sume to be Mr. Lm'nust en. Tnls wcman was airald or ﬂlSC.CSlﬂm tr
information by reason of r nlstaken notion and fear that si
rudely be raldsd D tie aray. You sege wetlil lated

t a few army clals vislited nls oo
for Inforaation. O cours trnls sort o
arou “d by Tesla's "Des Lt.'l—-n‘i}'" ;
jnu:—nalis*s. wWell, tae
give ¥r, 0'Nelil ner martled name - o
orince no less, and
138 tne amount of nmaterlal at welld
tainly b2 ort

I believe that one of valuadie efforts oi t.c

would be to catalog every picce of inlroraaticn co ¢

have mac2 a peginning effort along trls line, ana I no.e tuat o

too long all colicctions of Tesliana may ve Locat2d, cataloged,
rzproduced for fear of eventual loss. Tarou ¥ary A. ber.Jamln (ot
Walter R. Een)amln Autographs in New York) I have ovtained a number
of significant ltems of correspondence twsen Tesia and hkobert U,
Johnson. Tne entire collection of cor cridence with Mr. Jonnson
nuzbers in excess of 70 piesces. I snare tais collection with Mrs.




Leland 1. Anderson
127 Scymour Avcnuc Southeast
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota

«z1s corresgondence
o corresgondence

envelcope
stampsd the&reon.

élstrivute rougrout New York and
prise in an effort to secuse fimanclal
ower an< erected at wardencly’le, Long
Go ‘orocrure of wni I speak.
tnls uvrochure and dis=—
Ty memento.
ten and 1n about this broecaure extensively,

1 te e Di¢ you ever nave one?

iccate

tenary) some signiricant
United States in nenor of

, ete.
¥usfum to puvlish the entire
in tne inneritance, on the Tesla
of ocllitlcal gropaganda might
2t 1t cccured to me trat 1t may
thls country
is much to
tnls coun
estate were made
If these
al Tor & .
Cengrdds in
emcapyd the

the efforts of the TiSLA-
wisn tc associate yourself with

Yours faithfully,




Nenbers of the
n? thoze sted 1n itke works of
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e acabers and
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Leland I. Anderson

127 Seymour Avenue S. E.
Yinneapolis lh, Minnesota
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Mr, George Scherff

149 Seacord Houd
New Rochelle, New York
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ir. J. Edgar Hoover
= Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

e’

Dear Yr. Hoover:

: Back in 1943, the local Alien Property

: - Custodian searched through Ahe belongings of the late

! E electrical inventor, Nikold ‘esla, stored in the Manhattan
Storage Warehouse in New ork City. Tesla had been a
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla's
nephew and heir, kr. Sava Kosanovicé (Mr. Kosanovié had
been Minister of State under the King's government, later

# > became Ambassador to the United States from the present

) government, and is now 2 Minister serving in Belgrade) .

According to the attorney who handled the

9{ Tesla estate, lir. Phili erg, the Alien Property
Custodian assured him that nothing had been held. I have

2 letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated karch

15, 1955, which confirms this statement. N-/

TeTTTTTTT In gathering material to help in a
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday
next year——-which will be participated in by leading

f scientific and engineering societies, museums,
universities—--1 have just discovered, however, that
Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during
that search.

As a friend who had known Tesla well

during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic 4
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he die s
b safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe. ng

its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of
greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth
) ( birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time
X to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr.
s , Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian's office), but
el / everything else, including the medal and the keys, was
replaced and the safe was 1 f RECORDED - 8 /&9 2133+ ’_5

h‘l : -
Efd'." ‘.7 Except when it s irlgggg@d ?igy m\
Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened anya% %t ;
Y L A NN ; I%‘.:f -
'.'./: o fo b ok, e /BR 40 'E%‘“Li
g Jut 111955

i
¢
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ar1. sed in Belgrade (where Tes. .'s property was to be
instzlled in a special Tesla Museum and was there opened
by kr. Kosanovid. According to his former secretary, both
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal
was never found.

I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by
accident. Hr. Kosanovi¢ had asked his former secretary
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrical
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Iledal) to have it duplicated.
This was given, but the_cost, it turned out, would be about
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum,
%n Yugoslavia, is guietly trying to raise the money to pay
or it.

The irony of this situation is more disturbing than
the money involved. By giving us a system which made
electric power universally available, Tesla---probably
more than any other one man-—helped put America on top of
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison lledal
was the only material evidence left of this country's
zppreciation. That this last token should have disappeared
___ %o have to be replaced by his materially poor countrynmen
overseas for whom he had done nothing---seems a tragic |
denoyement. Lo it WEDGA 6 T Predr et e

fh ey /

John#e'Neill, in'his biography- of Tesla, states that
the FBI broke into Tesla's safe on the day he died, and

- }|en article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I
[l know this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during

the latter's search in the warehouse.

If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men
might remember the conditions under which the search was
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what could
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacement
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guessin

_\ and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to
% \yhether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen--—and who
might have been responsible.

With best regards and sincere appreciation for any help
you can give,

Sincerely,

2 PRS- -5 W g\/\—"“b)m]
Kenneth Wezey ¥4 -
P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month's POVER
magazine which outlines Tssla's contribution to the electric
power industry.
o .5,
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LOUIS N ROWLEY, EDITOR <« MAY 1955 - ESTABLISHED 1882 '.'er

Strange Genius

ASK ANY GROUP of power men to name those who laid
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and
distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list—

Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. -

But there is almost sure to be  significant omission.

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo-
tor—still basic—and devised a suitsble system of gen-
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the
1880’s when the clectrical era was being born, and the
“battle of the systems” held away.

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant-
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps
and, later; dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un-
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Smnl:y. d:e

of ac distribution were d

But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly-
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com-
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro-
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after
Tesla's AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the
polyphase system.

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the
modern age of electric power had truly opened.

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were

but a beginning. Still to come was, brilliant work in high
ies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art.

B
there was no successful ac motor.

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four
years in the United States, resd a paper before the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engis In it he described
& new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating mngnmc

ib

Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why?

A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance,
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure

of new challenges. Tn later years, his projects became
p

field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he dt
was destined to sweep the field.

With ch-rzuen!lu: vumn, George Wslmghn\lse real.
ized the f of the polyph ac
system and acquired rhz basic patents. Its first impact on
the general public was st the Chicago World's Fair of
1893. There a 2phase generator supplied motors and

more iose, his ways more is p
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did,
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per-
petuate a record of accomplishment.

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver-
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our
lngmeenng socielies to commemorate this occasion, to
our debt to this strange and lonely genius

lamps, and, through rotary and 8
erators, a variety of de equipment.

who changed our world for the better.

POWER + MAY 1955
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA -

Largely thru a young American engineer's efforts, the
world today is re- scanmngihe record and achievements of our
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla. Of late, even the big-time
magazines have devoted space to to the amazing career and fas-
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard.

°  The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time (“j. CONT NN‘—D

Serbian immigrant boy who made millions but died almost a S
pauper is Lelanémm head of the Tesla Society
which has Feadquarters at the University of Minnesota.

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Me|
Aniderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in-
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub-
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record ..i

A
b

of the late Dr. Tesla.

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a
fascinating editorial, “Strange Genius”, by the POWER mag-
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- INDEXED-59

torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system - 27 i
deseribed by Mr. Anderson, as the “most tremendous event m‘ e
. . . ” NOT RECORDED
all engineering history.. 138 UL 155
Editorialist Louis Ny Bowler, according to the TESLIAN. ALkl 2
answers the perplexing qlestion why, in view of Tesla's im-

portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparatlve popularity
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing, he suggests: "It
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora-
tion of the 100th anmiversary of Nikola Tesla's birth (July 10, FXCAY SREOBRAN
}956). to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely| ! i?u_ igsPerms"lﬁDiE
genius who changed our world for the better.” L -
This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting :

for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre- '
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum-|
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp next year. | 3

i Wesare prinsing this-form wln-diapllra},e_m this issue and
wigirge Bl our ‘roaders to endﬂm it w1th thw‘llgnamtes ‘Bend
‘htcdrmp\e\r‘l peiftin A Tar

— T T T
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Ojﬁce Mem andum + UNITED ST TES GOVERNMENT

0  +L. V. BOARDUAN ’{, DATE: June 29, 1955
ALL IHFORMATIOR C
mom 14, H. BELYONT) FERE IS UNCLASS!
- Is] ATE7-2-42 B Sioo ——
somjscT: yTKOLA TESLA Yoerond
INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAG m:,..._:
Gandy -

! MISCELLANEOUS -

( Nikola Teslc, @ native of Tugoslavia, was a Samous electricel
inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for many
years. In ottached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M, Swezey,
Brooklyn, New Tork, advises he is gathering material to help in o .

dredth birth anniversary in \,'

nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hun
1956. OSwezey relotes he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by
Jriends ofter his death and aduises the contents were thereafter

replaced and ,then impounded by the United States Alien FProperty
Custodian. Leter the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be
installed irsm Fesla Vuseun. Wissing from Tesla's effects is a gold
) Edison medal he had been awarded. Swezey s seeking to locate the
medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Properiy (0AP) that
OAP held none of Tesla's property. Swezey states he has hecrd.the
FBI assisted OAF in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the
| Bdison medal. ke FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the
Tesla biography ("The Prodigel Genius" - 1944) by John 0'Neill it
was stated FBI broke into Tesia's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to
protect contents from enemy handsj. oSwezey notes this 3ame comment
appears in article ("The Genius ¥ho Walked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks
in the June, 1955, ooronet.” OSwezey says he knows FBI did not do this.
Bufiies not ‘pertinent re Swezey. Bureau did not enter into Tesla
ca safe matter upon Departnent'a aduvice it was being handled by OAF.
Bureau previcusly cware of comment in 0'Neill's book. Fer PFvliles
{nks was officer of American Civil Liderties "nion in 1930-40; staff
ember of Communist l.ae newspaper WThe Anvil" 1933-37; member of )
- on Kriters ("CUA repope-1944f; close f-iend of |
reported CP member and suapeated underground membef =
inks requested for his use 63 ‘author data re Bureai's
ure. Was advised no such data available for publication.

B1C

n
ilm proced

Enclosure Leec - 3o -5 :

! 100-2237
cc - 1 - 65-47953
° Ticklers - Mr. Bird )
¥r. Belmont RECORDI - 2 /.
o a A Boardman —
ETB: jaa R
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Uemorandum For Mr. Boardman

RECOMMENDATION :

That the attached letter be sent to Swezey advising Bureau
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the
matter wes handled by OAP. Therefore, Bureau uncble to be of

assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in
"coronet" article.
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. b1, Belmont
“fr. Boardmm

June 30, 1955

A
o
iV
A 2+ |MFORMATION CONTAINED
LIS UNCU“%
¥r, Kennetr K./ASweze T 52 g ”,}m
W # (Oriyknnl).lEiL_Q’_-B <7
Brooklyn 27, rk
Sofitabel Lt ied Bk e St N
Dear ¥r. Swezey:
Vith reference to your letter of Jung)25,
1955, our files diaclose the effects of NikelaTeslg
were taken nto cuatody after hiz death by the Office
cf Alien Property and not by this Bureau.
Stace we did mot participate in the
handling of Kr. Teala's effects, we are unable to ]
/ supply the information you requeated.

Sincerely yours,

% Edgar, Hooyer
160-QQAI7-44
Jokr Idgar Hoover LR .

Directo = - —_—
RECORDED - 28 > == -
INDRXED - o 1 ess g3 -

NOTE:

A cover memorandur lom Belmont to—g_oﬂmn
was prepared by ETB:jaa on 6-29-55 TR Connection with
this outgoing mgil. 5

Bufiles contein no derogatory data-‘ne conpes-

pondent; reflect only that he was close rr,iqauﬁ

’ j.8dmirer of Tesla. PR Vg W
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fugust 1, 1955.

Hr. Ldgar 1100VeT,
Federsl Sureau of Investigation,
vasnington, D.l.

Dear +r. ioover:

In his book, "Prodigal CGenius", The Life of iiikola Tesla, iir. -iohn
J 01reil says, on page £77, thet the F.2.I. went to Tesla's hotel
room, openec his steel safe and repoved from it, the papers it
contained.

vlas there ever any publication of what these papers contzined? If
so, coulé ycu irnform me where I night obtain a copy of such
publication?

ths Safe'!s content, afier more than
+to publish them?

If
1

was no publi
i s

wrould it

ses mo publication of ths safe's content, but there were
searets Tound there in, could vou inform me where I

2t the safe contained?

e o - aaxiom 2 AUG Alqwsss
, — e — &
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August 11, 1855

st 1, 1955, Aas
sponae to youT inquiry,s

resflect that
n into oustodl
n Property and

I

been Tece ived,

1ike to adv
1o Teslo were

the effectd of Ntko
after his death by the orfice of Alte
not by this Auregus 3
rate in the hondling

ot partici

we are uné y the

Since U€ did n
of Wr. Tesla's erfects, ble to sunpl
infarlatton you requested.

Sincerely yoursds

John Edgar Hoover
Director

uell ow

N

Bufiles reflect no record on correupondent.

type of Teply utilized by Internal Security pivision in

imilor fnquiryes of 8/30/55- (65-47953-33)

Zont to Mr. Boordmon Jated 6/29/55
oncerned the death

answering 8
mo from Nr. Bel
background of this natter which ¢
Tesla, a. fomous éleetﬂcal {npentoTs Bureau wos not
and the opening of the safe men-

{nyolved in this motteTs I
tioned wasd done by the office of Alien Property.
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